Diplazium is pantropical with an estimated 400 species, the majority of which occur in the tropics of the Old World (Kato and Kramer, 1990 ). The genus is taxonomically difficult, poorly known, and in need of a monographic study. In a recent study (Pacheco & Moran, 1999) , 15 species that had been treated in Diplazium were recognized in Callipteris because they had anastomosing veins and rhizome scales with black-borders and bifid marginal teeth. The type of rhizome scale characteristic of these species, called the ''Callipteris scale type,'' is known only in Callipteris and certain species of Diplazium; it does not occur in other fern genera. Many species of Diplazium, especially in the Old World, have the Callipteris scale type but exhibit free veins. It is unknown whether they form a monophyletic group with species of Callipteris having anastomosing veins. The species lectotypified in the present paper all exhibit the Callipteris scale type but have free veins. Sano et al. (2000) presented preliminary results based on chloroplast rbcL gene sequences for the phylogeny of the tribe Physematieae, which includes Diplazium and Callipteris. Their analysis included four species of Diplazium with the Callipteris scale type, but more species need to be included in future analyses to determine whether the Callipteris scale type defines a monophyletic group. Until phylogenetic studies using DNA sequences confirm that the Callipteris scale type forms a monophyletic group, we refrain from making new combinations in Callipteris for those species of Diplazium with free veins and the unique scale type.
The present paper is a result of studies of Diplazium at BM, K, P, UAMIZ, and US. In general, the lectotypes were chosen based on their completeness and how well they agreed with the original protologues. The other syntype is Cadie`re 98 (P!), collected from the same locality. We choose Cadie`re 88 (P!) as the lectotype because it is a more complete specimen. 
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